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MONTGOMERY — "Nepenthe" is the Greek word for an ancient herbal remedy that was a gift from the
gods to humans. The name has been adopted by a musical trio and dancer who presented their program
Sunday afternoon at the Senior Center as the season's first in the Grand Montgomery Chamber Music and
Theater Series, created by Howard Garrett. Certainly the music and dancing delighted the audience whose
final standing ovation was genuine and deserved.

Marybeth Hraniotis is trained in the Isadora Duncan tradition of interpretative dance, which blends ballet
with children's play and freedom of movement. In white diaphanous silk, she becomes a swan or an
awakening child, a sprite or angel on the wing. Ballet positions of port de bras with rotating extended
arms, leaps of grand pas and poised attitudes become spontaneous inner responses to musical phrases

that unfold from within. Three musicians — pianist Karen Vandenbergh, cellist Avron Coleman and flutist
Jacquelyn Pruiksma — accompanied the dancing but also offered a rich program of their own trio
repertoire.

Sonata in B minor by John Baptiste Loeillet is in four movements, with an opening largo on a soulful 
theme carried by the cello with figured bass on the keyboard and marked rhythm from the flute. A dance 

tune sets the allegro in motion, followed by a short and sweet adagio. The final allegro features the flutist 
soaring in the upper scales above the other instruments until all three join in a compulsive close. Chopin's
Nocturne in C-sharp minor brought Hraniotis to the stage to dance to the solo piano. From a still, oval 
position she gradually let her arms extend in a waving motion with her hands fluttering and pointing to 
the action of her body leaping and turning across the floor. Chopin's measures elicited the physical 
counterpoint brightened by the dancer's radiant smile.

After a flute and piano duet with M.T. von Paradis' "Sicilienne" in slow, liquid passages, Hraniotis returned 
for Saint-Saens' "Le Signe (The Swan)," in which she emerged from an egglike position to a winged flight 
of gossamer speed and whirling spirals accompanied by piano and cello. Vivaldi's Sonata in E minor 
continued the duet, with the dancer appearing at the close like a blue butterfly that flitters and finally lies 
on the floor. She slowly rises during Fauré's haunting "Sicilienne" in a melodic trance that comes to life.

For Moszkowski's "Guiturre," Hraniotis, dressed in red, swirled with red scarves in each hand that she 
snapped and oscillated to the rhythm.

After intermission, the trio played Piazzolla's "Cinco Piezas," a tuneful work in five parts that weaves its 
four-note variations in a rubato pattern. Caplet's "Reverie" found the dancer awakening and opening her 
arms to the world, reaching out gradually to embrace it. Piano and cello next offered Mozart's appealing 

minuet from his Sonatina No. 2 in A major. After dancing to Kreisler's "Schon Rosmarin (Fair Rosmarin)" 
in a sheer sunny yellow dress, Hraniotis stayed onstage to listen seated to Telemann's Trio in F major 
through the first vivace movement. Breathing quietly to a slow mesto, she then stands and stretches with 
uplifted hands, to break into action with the final allegro, skipping and twirling across the floor, until, like 
the goddess Flora, she flung rose petals on the stage and out to the happy audience.

Reader Reaction
We welcome your feedback on this story, or any follow-up story ideas you might have. Please send a letter to the editor to 
letters@th-record.com, or submit story ideas online here. When submitting a letter to the editor, please review our submissions 
policy.

Find out what happened to the forums and article comments

DEAL OF THE WEEK

46 DEALS ONLINE TODAY MORE >>

LOCAL REVIEW

$100 Off Designer
$100 Off Designer Eyewear Offer Location:

Newburgh Mall (Next to...
Sterling Optical

Gilman's Cleaners Inc
10% Off Winter Coat Cleaning

Loughran's Irish Pub
Prime Rib Special! - $13.95

AVC Hearing Aid Center Inc.

40% off on all Starkey multi-channel 
programmable hearing aids

Montgomery Sporting Goods & Paintball
$10 off any case of paintballs (2,000 rounds)

O'toole's Harley-Davidson

15% off Motorcycle Full Service Parts and 
Labor

Whiteford Keagy Appliance Showroom
Receive up to $5,500 Back

Heaven On Earth Natural Foods
Kind of pricey, but the owners/workers were 
very...
more posted on 6/16/2009

Text Size: A | A | A
Print this Article  Email this Article

Get recordonline.com Mobile       

Search Stories, Videos and more...

Friday, September 25, 2009

SPORTS COMMUNITY BUSINESS MULTIMEDIA ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE HEALTH SPECIAL REPORTS ADVERTISE DEALSOPINIONNEWS

Bill T. Jones Directs
FELA! on Broadway this Fall. Featuring 
the music of Fela Kuti 
www.FELAOnBroadway.com

Montgomery Local Guide
Find Local Businesses Faster & More
Easily w/Bing ™-the Decision Engine
www.Bing.com

Dance Manhattan Studio NY
Ballroom, Swing, Latin & Tango Group & 
Private Lessons & Events 
www dancemanhattan com

$209,900
Monroe, NY
Better Homes and Gardens Rand
Realty
More Details...

$275,000
Rock Hill, NY
Coldwell Banker Currier & Lazier
Realtors
More Details...

$459,000
North Branch, NY
Coldwell Banker Currier & Lazier
Realtors
More Details...

Featured Homes 
Over 9,930 online today!


